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School Enroliment—Social and Economic Characteristics of

Students: October 1986

INTRODUCTION

This report presents detailed tabulations of data on
school enroliment in October 1986 and summary time
series of data collected since the inception of the
survey. The data are from the October school enroll-
ment supplement to the Current Population Survey
(CPS). Data on school enroliment of the civilian non-
institutional population have been collected in the
CPS annually since 1946 and regularly reported in this
publication series. School enroliment data are shown
by the following person and school characteristics:
age, race, Hispanic origin, sex, marital status, family
income, education of householder, metropolitan res-
idence, level and grade of school, full-time attendance
status, public/private school, and two-year/four-year
college.

HIGHLIGHTS

Some of the highlights of the data presented are:

e In October 1986, there were 60.1 million persons
(+0.5)! enrolled in school.

e No level of school shown in this report demon-
strated a significant change in enroliment from
1985 to 1986.

® Over b years (1981-1986) preprimary enrollment
grew by one-fourth (24.8 percent +4.7)

¢ In the same period, elementary and high school
enrollment declined by about 3 percent (+1.1).

e Total college enroliment was not different in 1986
from any year since 1981, even though the tradi-
tional college-age population has declined.

o Black elementary school enroliment decreased less
than White enroliment since the peak elementary
enroliment year, 1970. The Black elementary school-
age population will increase proportionately more
than the comparable White population during the
next decade.

1The data in this report are from a sample of the population and,
therefore, are subject to both nonsampling and sampling error. The
number in parentheses is equal to 1.6 times the standard error of the
estimate. This gives the 90-percent confidence interval when added
to and subtracted from the estimate. A complete discussion of
confidence intervals and standard errors is in appendix C.

In 1986, there were 60.1 million persons enrolled in
school, including 12.4 million college students and 6.5
million children enrolled in preprimary school. There
were no changes in enroliment since 1985 at any level
shown in table A. Between 1981 and 1986, preprimary
enrollment increased by about one-fourth and elemen-
tary school and high school enroliment declined, while
college did not change significantly.

TRENDS IN ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL
ENROLLMENT

Increased population and an increased enroliment
rate contributed to a significant rise in preprimary
enroliment from 1981 to 1986. Annual variations in
elementary school enroliment have been nearly exclu-
sively determined by demographics—changes in the
numbers of births in previous years and to a lesser
extent, immigration and mortality. At the elementary
level, although larger cohorts have entered lower
grades, they have not yet affected the total figures for
elementary school because enroliment in the upper
grades has declined. By 1986, the first through third
grades exhibited significant gains in enroliment, from
their lowest levels in the early 1980’s. The larger
cohorts will begin to affect high school enroliment
figures in the early 1990's.

Table A. School Enroliment of Persons 3 Years Old
and Over by Level: October 1986, 1985,
and 1981

{In thousands)

Level 1986 1985 1981

Total'........... 60,062 69,780 59,858
Nursery school ...... 2,553 2,491 *2,058
Kindergarten ........ 3,961 3,815 *3,161
Elementary school... 27,121 26,866 #27,795
High school' ........ 14,025 14,084 *14,717
College’ ............ 12,402 12,524 12,127

*Significantly different from the figure for 1986, at the 90 percent
level of confidence.

YIncludes persons 35 years old and over, not shown in most
detailed tables.

The picture was slightly different for separate race
and ethnic groups. Aithough for Whites there has not
been a significant increase in elementary enroliment,



the number of Black and Hispanic students in elemen-
tary school in 1986 was significantly above the figure
two years earlier? (table A-2).

The population changes which have influenced
elementary school enrollments over time have been
different for Whites and Blacks. Since 1970, the year of
the highest elementary school enroliment, the propor-
tional decline in Black elementary school enroliment
was smaller than that for Whites because the propor-
tional population decline was less for Blacks than for
Whites (figure 1). Both groups experienced decreases
in birth rates, but the rate for Blacks remained higher
than that for Whites. From 1970 to 1986, White ele-
mentary school enrollment declined by 24 percent
and Black enroliment declined by 11 percent. Different
trends are projected for the future size of each group.
Because of likely continued higher fertility rates among
Blacks, the increase in the elementary school-age
population will be proportionately greater for Blacks
than for Whites. According to latest population pro-
jections, from 1986 to 1998 (projected to be the next
peak year for the elementary school age population),
the White population 6 to 13 years old will rise by 14
percent but the Black population will increase by 24
percent.® By 1998, when the elementary school-age
population reaches a new peak of 31 million, there will
be a new all-time-high number of Black elementary
school-age children. The size of the Black population 6
to 13 years old will be about 15 percent larger than in
the last peak year, 1970. For Whites, the new peak will
be about 12 percent lower than the 1970 figure. Even
with the greater proportional increase among Blacks
than Whites, Blacks will increase only slightly as a
proportion of the total population in the age group,
from 15.6 in 1986 to 16.7 in 1998 (they were 13.6
percent in 1970).

TRENDS IN COLLEGE ENROLLMENT

Demographic changes have had a significant influ-
ence on college enroliment also: beginning in the late
1960’s, increases in the young college age population,
brought about by the maturing of the baby boom
cohont, contributed substantially to the increased col-
lege student population. As that cohort (born 1947 to
1961) began to move out of the traditional college

2geginning in 1985, estimates were based on revised survey
weighting procedures which included separate population controls
for persons of Hispanic origin. The new technique increased the
Hispanic population counted in the survey and consequently increased
reported Hispanic enroliment. Any change in Hispanic figures from
1984 to 1985 which were not also evident for other groups must be
viewed with caution because of the change in weighting proce-
dures.

3U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series
P-25, No 852, Population Projections by Age, Race, and Sex: 1983 to
2020."

ages, to be replaced by smaller cohorts, it was popu-
larly expected that college enroliment would decrease.
It has not happened.

The total number of college students in 1986 was
not significantly different from that in any year since
1981 (table A-4). This stability can be attributed, in
part, to the increased enroliment of older students (25
years old and over) who increased by 11 percent from
1981 to 1986, which resulted primarily from the increase
in the older population. The number of younger stu-
dents enrolled did not change significantly, because
enrollment rates increased concurrently with the pop-
ulation decline. Since 1981, the 18- to 24-year-old
population declined by about 2.5 million persons, but
the number of college students of that age did not
change significantly. The proportion of the age group
enrolled in college rose 2 percentage points, to 28
percent, from 1981 to 1986. Even in the youngest age
group, 18- and 19-year-olds, whose population declined
by about 13 percent since 1981, the number enrolled
in 1986 was not different from that in any year since
1975.

The college enroliment rate of high school gradu-
ates did not change significantly in the decade pre-
ceding the survey. Table A-5 shows that the propor-
tion of 18- to 24-year-old high school graduates enrolled
in college (34 percent) was not significantly different
from the proportion enrolled in 1976. For Blacks, on
the other hand, the proportion declined to 28.6 per-
centin 1986, from 33.5 percent 10 years earlier. Much
of the decrease for Blacks can be attributed to the
increase in the proportion of youths completing high
school but not a concurrent rise in the proportion of
the age group attending college.

The picture of undergraduate coliege enroliment in
the 1980’s contradicts the traditional concept of full-
time enroliment in a four-year college. Only half of all
undergraduates were attending four-year colleges full
time in 1986 (table B). A little more than one-third of
undergraduates were enrolled in two-year colleges
(split about evenly between full time and part time)
and about one-eighth were enrolled in four-year col-
leges part time.

Larger shares of Hispanics than Whites or Blacks
attended two-year colleges and attended part time in
1986 (table B). About 45 percent of Hispanic under-
graduates, compared with 36 percent of Whites and
31 percent of Blacks, attended two-year colleges. The
proportions attending part time were 41, 33, and 29
percent, respectively. Among young undergraduates
{under 25 years old), 62 percent of Whites and 65
percent of Blacks (not significantly different from each
other) but only 45 percent of Hispanics were full-time
students in four-year institutions.

Twice the proportion of White students as Blacks
were reported to be graduate students (20 percent vs.



11 percent) in 1986. Blacks were 12 percent of under-
gradutes, but only 6 percent of all graduate students.
Among graduate students, Whites and Blacks were
not significantly differentin the proportion who attended
full time, however (table B).

Thirty-nine percent of both White and Black stu-

dents were 25 years old and over. The majority of
older students were undergraduates—61 percent of

Figure 1.

White students and 80 percent of Blacks. Among both
Whites and Blacks, older undergraduates were more
likely than young undergraduates to attend two-year
colleges. Half of older White undergraduates attended
two-year colleges compared with 29 percent of younger
undergraduates. Among Blacks, the figures were 42
percent and 25 percent. Among Hispanics, half or
nearly half of both older and young students attended
two-year colleges in 1986.
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Table B. College Students 14 Years Old and Over by Level, Type of College, Full-time Status and Race:

October 1986

{Numbers in thousands)

Undergraduates
Age, status, and race and Percent
Hispanic orgin
2-year 4-year Not Graduate
All students Total Total college college reported students
14 years and over
Allraces......c.... cesasressesans 12,401 10,037 100.0 348 62.0 3.1 2,365
Full time....... vecsesssssssassinacanns 7,899 6,825 68.0 16.3 49.6 2.1 1,074
Part time....... 4,502 3,212 32,0 18.6 124 1.1 1,201
White..... tesssssssstseessnsrnnas 10,497 8,399 100.0 35.8 61.1 3.0 2,097
Full time ....... 8,674 6,664 67.4 16.6 48.9 1.9 911
Part time....... 3,922 2,735 326 19.2 123 1.1 1,187
Black ..... 1,324 1,179 100.0 306 65.2 4.2 145
Fulltime ....ccoovnnennennns veiseernsen 914 839 71.2 16.0 61.9 33 74
Parttime........oovvuvnnnn. ceessasanne 410 339 28.8 145 133 0.9 rAl
Hispanic (of any race)..:...ccccuuue 763 657 100.0 45.2 51.4 3.2 108
Fulltime ......covvieeennnnn cerseneas . 445 386 68.8 20.2 36.8 1.7 58
Parttime................... eeesssenans 318 271 41.2 25.0 14.6 16 47
14 to 24 years

Allraces ..... eresncssenssasasonas 7,613 7,038 100.0 28.2 68.7 3.1 576
Full time .......... trsecnssseas vesssene 6,360 5,908 83.9 18.4 62.9 26 452
Part time.......... 1,254 1,129 16.0 9.8 5.8 0.5 124
White....... eesesscasenecnssnsens 6,426 5,930 100.0 20.1 67.9 3.0 496
Full time ........ tessecasessesasasnnans 5,355 4,961 83.7 18.9 62.2 25 393
Part time.....ceeeeencenscscncesesannes 1,072 969 16.3 10.2 5.6 0.6 102
Black ...oeuuas teesesernsesnassane 820 776 100.0 24.7 713 39 45
Fulltime.....ooeveerenennnonnnsncsenne 699 671 86.5 173 65.2 39 28
Parttime...........ooeevnnns ceseessses 123 107 138 7.8 6.1 - 16
Hispanic {of any race)....ccaeeeees 455 438 100.0 43.6 63.4 3.0 17
Full time frene 330 317 724 25.1 445 25 13
Part time . 126 122 27.9 185 8.9 0.5 4

Note: See table A-1 for greater detail for students 14 years and over.



